
What did the people of the 
Messengers understand from the 
da'zvah towards La ildha ilia Allah? 


"They said: 'Have you come to us so we may worship Allah alone 
and leave what our forefathers used to worship?"' 

(Al- A'raf 7:70) 


Al-Aqeedah 



The understanding of the nations 
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In the Name of Allah the Most Merciful the Most Beneficent 


Introduction 


All praise is due to Allah who did not leave His creation in darkness and misguidance 
without revealing books to them and sending them messengers, which suffice for them in 
finding the correct path that leads them to success and salvation in both this life and the 
next. 


Despite of this evident fact, we live in an evil time where the most clear of messages which 
these messengers ('alayhim as-salam ) and these books came with - which is Tawhid - have 
been distorted and made unclear for the people, so many wander in darkness while 
believing they have entered the light, and many argue for falsehood while believing they 
are supporting the truth. 


The solution for every sincere seeker of the truth and the one who wants salvation for 
himself, is to return the issue to the Book of Allah and the Sunnah of His Messenger 
(sallAllahu 'alayhi wa sallam). 




<2bl 


jliS"; lAjjd IjI./j" JjJ 


"I have verily left you with two things after which you will never go astray; The Book of 
Allah and My Sunnah" 

(Al-Hakim in his Mustadrak) 

And whoever refers the issue of Tawhid back to the Book of Allah and the Sunnah of His 
Messenger ( sallAlld.hu 'alayhi wa sallam ) will find the answer very one-sided; Tawhid means 
to leave the worship of anything else than Allah and unifying Allah in worship, and 

whoever have not done this, is and cannot be a Muslim. 

It is so now, and so has it always been. And every time Allah sent a messenger to a mushrik 
people they all invited these mushrikun to the same message when they said: 

^ S£p aJI &\ Ijj&l t 

"0 my people. Worship Allah, you have no other ilah (deity) than Him." (Al-A’raf 7:59) 
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The understanding of the nations 



There is no surprise in that. But what is really interesting is that all the people of the 
messengers (' alayhim as-salam ) understood from this request what many people ascribing 
themselves to Islam today fail to understand, either due to ignorance or stubbornness. 

Many of these people claim that a person committing shirk can still be a Muslim - or as many 
like to say: 'Takfir upon the mushrikun is not from asl ad-din' - while this is opposite to what 
every disbelieving people before them understood from the request of their messengers. 
And the following evidences along with their explanations from acknowledged sources, 
clearly proves without any doubt that whoever has not left shirk and dedicated the worship 
to Allah alone is and cannot be a Muslim. Not according to the evidences nor according to 
the intellect. 


The people of Hud Calayhi as-salam) 


Allah - the Exalted - informed that they said: 


A»d All c-uS"tjjjtj Lc LLll tjjtj I ulst5 l)IS”"L a JAj Liil uistJ 


"They said: 'Have you (i.e. Hud) come to us so we may worship Allah alone and leave 
what our forefathers used to worship? So bring us what you warn us with, if you truly 
are among those who speak the truth.'" (Al- A’raf 7:70) 

From the call to La ildha ilia Allah , they understood that in order to accept this call they had 
to leave whatever their fathers used to worship - which was the religion which they had 
inherited from them - and disassociate themselves from this misguidance. This verse in 
itself is sufficient as clarification for the fact, that what is wanted from the da'wah of Allah to 
His creation is, that they enter into Islam by leaving their shirk and disassociating themselves 
from shirk and its people. And as long as they did not do this they would not have entered 
Islam. 


Ibn Jarir At-Taban - rahimahullah - said in his tafsir of the verse: 

aJ t. ajjl Ac <• ^jif \ Ads- La ^1 p adI s^a ^LLLL Lapyj LLL>-! : Li ^Lp cLll : oJSL dyh 

U cA % 4 LdL ^^IpL LlHj ?Lg-u ^ LjLT L)l 5 **LaA '3 aLN oSILp ^>^3 ^ LaLA apILJL 

i 3 ^uAl L)l c L) 6 jL' aJj^ ^jA aAi La LL5ILP 3 ^ ajj LSy ^1 p i^ULLl ^ja Lc LlU <. Alii 

. Jju3 uy& ti l5 1p 
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■ KAL-AOEEPAH ij^\ 


The understanding of the nations 


"He - Exalted is His Mention - says: 'Ad said to him (i.e. Hud): Have you come to us threatening 
us with the punishment from Allah due to what we are upon of religion, in order for us to worship 
Allah alone, and dedicate the religion to Him with sincere obedience, and that we forsake the worship 
of the dlihah (deities) and idols which our fathers used to worship, and that we disassociate ourselves 
from it? But we will not do that, nor will we follow you in what you are inviting us to. So bring us 
that which you are promising us of punishment and torment due to us leaving the sincere Tawhidfor 
Allah, and (due to) our worship of what we are worshipping besides Him of the statues, if you are 
from the people of truthfulness in what you say and promise." 

(Tafsir At-Tabarl - Surah Al-A'raf) 

What is important to notice and comprehend is, that not in the evidences nor in the 
explanations of the evidences are the people of Ad - or any disbelieving people for that 
matter - kuffar and mushrikun due to their name or their ascription. Rather they are kuffar 
and mushrikun due to the acts of kufr and shirk which they perform. So 'Ad were not kuffar 
simply due to being 'Ad. Ibn Jarir mentioned the reason for their kufr in his tafsir of the verse 
when he said: 

"So bring us that which you are promising us of punishment and torment 
due to us leaving the sincere Tawhid for Allah, and (due to) our worship of 
what we are worshipping besides Him of the statues ." 

He furthermore stated their own understanding of what was required from them in order 
to become Muslims and followers of the religion of their Prophet Hud ('alayhi as-saldm), 
when he said: 

"Have you come to us threatening us with the punishment from Allah due to 
what we are upon of religion, in order for us to worship Allah alone, and 
dedicate the religion to Him with sincere obedience, and that we forsake the 
worship of the dlihah (dieties) and idols which our fathers used to worship, 
and that we disassociate ourselves from it ?" 

So how and based upon what can it be concluded that a person can still be a Muslim when 
committing shirk (i.e. worshipping something else than Allah ), and that uttering La ilaha ilia 
Allah with the tongue without leaving the worship of anything besides Allah is sufficient 
for entering into Islam? This opposes the very essence of Tawhid which is singling Allah - 
the Exalted - out in all types of worship. 


4 











■ KAL-AOEEPAH ij^\ 


The understanding of the nations 


The rest of the Quran is filled with the same meaning as the above mentioned. There was 
not a people who were invited to La ilaha ilia Allah, except that they understood that this 
demanded and required from them that they left the worship of whatever they used to 
worship besides Allah and disassociate themselves from that completely. 

The following are examples that solidify what is already clear: 

The people of Salih (alayhi as-salam) 


Allah - the Exalted - informed that they said: 

4J) 1 jJj Lf ^iJ LLfj lijljt uisd JjjtJ C)\ fit g Idjfc LLs oaS"" Ji L (jJli 

J[ * 


“They said: ‘0 Salih, you were among us a man of promise before this (request of yours). 
Do you forbid us to worship that which our fathers worshipped? And we are verily in a 
great doubt regarding that which you are inviting us to.”’ (Hud 11:62) 


Ibn Jarir At-Taban - rahimahullah - said in his tafsir of the verse: 

^ ^ ^ o ^ ji ^ ^ _ ^ 0 _« 0 ^ y s ^ q ** s ^ % 

1j_a Ij.*^ 01 Lo £^1 c ( oJojJj L ^ oJll i 

llilj ) CjLT cuilS" ( jJl yi J_otJ 0! CLgjJl ! JjJLi 4 ( ijJtjT oJjtj 01 IjL^jJI ) aw! j\p aJ| lIJL« Ail 4 III a£1S 

. a! osf AAjj*yi ijij c A^i a-p-Jj dtJl U jjTLq lT\ (, ( <uJi Qpai L£ 


"He - Exalted is His Mention - says: Thamud said to their prophet Salih: 'O Salih, you were 
among us a man of promise before this (request of yours).' This means: We used to wish that you 
would be our leader before these words which you have said to us; that we do not have any other ilah 
than Allah. ‘Do you forbid us to worship that which our fathers worshipped?' He says: Do 
you forbid us to worship the dlihah which our fathers used to worship? 'And we are verily in a 
great doubt regarding that which you are inviting us to.' They meant that they do not know 
whether or not that which he invited them towards of Allah s Tawhid and that the uluhiyyah 
(divinity, i.e. worship) not is for anyone but Him exclusively, is correct." 

(Tafsir At-Tabarl - Surah Hud) 

Just like 'Ad, the people of Thamud also understood and realized merely from the invitation 
towards La ilaha ilia Allah, that whoever wanted to enter into Islam had to leave the worship 
of something else than Allah, and whoever remained upon shirk did not answer the da'wah 
of the messenger. 
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The understanding of the nations 



The people of Shu'ayb (alayhi as-salam) 

Allah - the Exalted - informed that they said: 

cJV viLM ill; U lIJl Yy\ j JJtlj of jf Gjfct A^_ U of Ufofo/t AliA t IjSlj 
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"They said: ‘0 Shu'ayb, does your prayer command you that we should leave what our 
fathers used to worship or not do with our wealth what we please? Verily, you are the 

forbearing, the discerning.”’ (Hud 11:87) 


As-Sa’di - rahimahullah - said in his tafsir of the verse: 

Oju O' 0J OUI id aOA) iaJJ OOl *^1 ilii OOgd 4j| 

! OAdl OT 0)uj tOlEii tOO 0l 11 dl 


"And the meaning of their words are: That there is nothing that obligates your forbiddance upon us, 
except that you pray to Allah and worship Hun. And if you are like this, does this then obligate upon 
us that we leave what our fathers used to worship, due to a word for which there is no proof, except 
that it is in accordance with you (i.e. your opinion). So how shoidd we follow you and leave our 
fathers of old who have intellects and great minds?" 

(Tafsir As-Sa'dT - Surah Hud) 


The people from other nations 


Allah - the Exalted - said in surah Ibrahim: 

i&i So 0/ Or? o^'j \ °y p-A'A-l ly? oA (iAAo 1 4 

(9) i —-g/* lo oJ-^ Ijfj 4 j Cc 0)jiS”" lj) IjJlIj ^ ^ &lj 0 0? ^ gi.nl Ij^yi ollOO 

JO-1 J,l jiSyAjjj )i*dJ pOypAj (jOjSllj cdjUdJl dJl ll (J1 jO&Hj 

OjA* OlHl AjOT OlA"L ts- \jjjdjaj 01 OjA/ fif *0) jlil 0) IjJls 


’’Has there not reached you the news of those before you; the people of Nuh and ’Ad and 
Thamud and those after them? No one knows them but Allah. Their messengers came to 
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■ KAL-AOEEPAH ij^\ 


The understanding of the nations 


them with clear proofs, but they returned their hands to their mouths and said: ‘Verily, 
we disbelieve in that which you have been sent with, and we are verily in a great doubt 
regarding that which you are inviting us to.' Their messengers said: ‘Can there be doubt 
about Allah, the Creator of the heavens and earth? He invites you that He may forgive 
you of your sins, and He delays your death for a specified term.' They said: ‘You are 
nothing but men like us who wish to turn us away from what our fathers were 
worshipping. So bring us a clear authority.'" (Ibrahim 14:9-10) 


Ibn Jarir At-Taban - rahimahullah - said in his tafsir of the verse: 

Ctfyu 11a Ojjjy Lct^ (. ASClSh t ajLIIj ojj i 1 ^3 t ( Ldju Lg_>I 4 4-Al cdlH 

,6jtT 063S/I ojAj U oSLIp J^p j jl lil : ijj^ jl£~ LIp j l ) LJ 


"So the nations said to them: 'You are', O people, 'nothing but men like us', in appearance and 
form, and you are not angels. And verily do you want with these words of yours which you are saying 
to us 'to turn us away from what our fathers were worshipping.' He says: You verily want to 
turn us away - with your words - from the worship of that which our fathers used to worship of 
statues." 

(Tafsir At-Tabarl - Surah Ibrahim) 


The people of Muhammad (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) 

Allah - the Exalted - informs about the people of Muhammad (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) 
when He said: 


0^4 ^pIaj Uxit \£jcS (35) aJi & jj \l\ \J\tp\ 


"Verily when it was said to them: La ilaha ilia Allah, they would become arrogant. And 
they would say: ‘Should we leave our alihah for a crazy poet?" (As-Saffat 37:35-36) 


And they said: 


i 1 a Si \l^\j ill 


"Has he made the alihah (dieties) (all) into One Ilah (Diety, i.e. Allah)? Verily, this is a 

strange thing!" (Sad 38:5) 

And Allah - the Exalted - said about them: 
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The understanding of the nations 


lijut JdL: itl of Ij 34-j *yi 1 1 a u ijju oiS iM 615 


"And when our verses are recited to them as clear evidences, they say: ‘This is nothing 
but a man who wishes to turn you away from that which your fathers were 

worshipping." (Saba 34:43) 


Ibn Jarir At-Taban - rahimahullah - said in his tafsir of the verse: 

lai> L« IjjlS ) Caxp jp~ oL^a-L^lj : <J^aj ^ oLtL LtLiT oLT ^^Ip ^$3 • — — (J_Ai 

aAj jlA ^ 5 aHj L)l ^JA; A y* Laj t lad^- : dlh axp : JijjL> ( ^SjLT ahj L)IS~ d-p jl xf 4 Aj 

tSdti ,Ado ‘ afcj'ili A3A 


"He - Exalted is His Mention - says: And when the clear verses in Our Book are recited for these 
mushrikun - He says: And it is clear that they are the truth from Us - ‘They say: This is nothing 
but a man who wishes to turn you away from that which your fathers were worshipping.' 
He says: With this they said: Do not follow Muhammad, because he is nothing but a man who wants 
to turn you away from what your fathers used to worship of statues, and to change your religion and 
the religion of your forefathers." 

(Tafsir At-Tabarl - Surah Saba) 


And As-Sa'di - rahimahullah - said in his tafsir of the verse: 

aL&LJI 4 aJlaJl toLtLsULSl dAA-A toLuLi! aul oLT daxp aid- ^p )L 4 

-LJ 2 J ^J>\ i3\Xajf\j tj^a.,L)tc^!L L^iLlTaJ <LAHJ' cdvA djb*j ( jd “•A* cA 

S 0 JI g ^ ^ S' ^ j|^ ^ ^ ^ y, % ^ 0 "p ^ ^ Q 

b , jy>- \^\ Lip < 1)1 jj 1 ^-* L« ijjJjjLjj L^ OjjJSsjj La 

% cIjIaJj 1j:>jjj (b Oj-^3 jjjJl JLIjP 4Al) 


"He - f/ie Exalted - informs about the situation of the mushrikun when the clear verses of Allah and 
His apparent arguments and His certain evidences are recited upon them, which points out 
everything good and forbids everything evil and which is the biggest blessing that came to them and 
bestowing that reached them which necessitates that it is met with Imdn, belief, submittance and 
acceptance, that they (when the verses are recited upon them) met it with the opposite ofivhat they 
should. And they belied the one who came to them with it and they say: This is nothing but a man 
who wishes to turn you away from that which your fathers were worshipping. This means: 
This is what he wants, when he orders you to have ikhlas to Allah, in order for you to leave the habits 
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The understanding of the nations 



of your fathers whom you admire and walk behind. So they answered the truth with the saying of the 
misguided ones, and they did not bring any proof nor a shubhah (doubt)." 

(Tafsir As-Sa'di - Surah Saba) 

Ponder over the words of As-Sa'di - rahimahullah - when he said: 


"And they belied the one who came to them with it and they say: This is 
nothing but a man who wishes to turn you away from that which your 
fathers were worshipping. This means: This js what he wants L when he 
orders you to have ikhlas to Allah. " 


So the ikhlas which Muhammad ( sallAlldhu 'alayhi wa sallam ) invited towards, is the leaving 
of everything which is worshipped besides Allah and dedicating the worship exclusively to 
Allah, just like the rest of the messengers (' alayhim as-saldm ) who came before him. And the 
evidence for this is the saying of Allah the Exalted: 


dTiA- ^ g : j j t, g - ^ i Qj^-UgJl aUI IjJdc-1 lM JS"" l xJjij J_«Jj 

<£ a3 (p \jjpa Jli (j IjjwJ <uip 


“And verily, We have sent among every nation a Messenger (proclaiming): ‘Worship 

Allah (Alone), and avoid (or keep away from) taghut (all false deities, i.e. do not worship 

taghut besides Allah).” (An-Nahl 16:36) 

And Muhammad (sallAlldhu 'alayhi wa sallam ) explained that what is required in order for a 
person to be judged as a Muslim in this life and thereby receive the protection of Islam is 
that he must leave everything which is worshipped besides Allah and exclusively dedicate 
the worship to Allah the Mighty and Majestic. 


Abu Malik Al-Ashja'i - radiAllahu 'anhu - said that the Messenger of Allah ( sallAllahu 'alayhi 
wa sallam ) said: 


Aiil p c c Uha 1 ^ Oji Jr 4 ^ 1 ^ 3J) : Jli 


''Whoever says La ilaha ilia Allah and rejects everything which is worshipped besides 
Allah , his wealth and blood are protected, and his account is with Allah 

(Sahih Muslim) 
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So based upon this, it is included in the understanding of La ilaha ilia Allah that the one who 
has not left the worship of something else than Allah he is not considered a Muslim 
according to the clear evidences from the Quran and Sunnah. If he ascribes to Islam then this 
does not benefit him, just like it didn't benefit Quraysh to ascribe themselves to Ibrahim and 
Isma'il ('alayhima as-salam ) and to claim that they were upon the truth. The Book of Allah 
judge people based upon the reality of their situation and not upon what they claim with 
their tongues and upon the fact that they themselves think that they are guided. 


a\i1 jji jjdstlviJl IjjkM iN -bJl Tg-Jlp jjA 


“A group He has guided, and a group deserved to be in error. Verily they took the 
shayatin (devils) as awliya (protectors, helpers, allied) instead of Allah while they think 

that they are guided." (Al-A’raf 7:30) 

So as long as a person remains upon his shirk the name mushrik is given to him whether or 
not he acknowledges being a mushrik, and whether or not the hujjah has been established 
upon him. 
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The understanding of the nations 


Conclusion 


The easiest thing to conclude is, that all people whom received a messenger from Allah who 
called them towards La ilaha ilia Allah understood solely from this request, that in order to 
become a Muslim (i.e. accept the call of their messenger) they had to leave the shirk which 
they were upon and disassociate themselves from it and its people. The verses in the Quran, 
the Sunnah and the tafsir confirms this with a confirmation that is without any doubt. 

It can furthermore be concluded that whoever claims that a person can be a Muslim while 
committing shirk, or that declaring takfir upon the mushrik is not from the meaning of La ilaha 
ilia Allah, then his understanding of La ilaha ilia Allah is worse than the understanding of 'Ad 
and Thamud, who knew very well that it meant leaving shirk. So when leaving shirk is a part 
of La ilaha ilia Allah, then whoever has not left shirk has not fulfilled La ilaha ilia Allah, and 
whoever has not fulfilled La ilaha ilia Allah he is not a Muslim. Thus declaring takfir (i.e. 
considering a person as a non-Muslim) is from what is understood from La ilaha ilia Allah, 
just as leaving shirk is from what is understood from La ilaha ilia Allah. 

What testifies to this fact is that every mushrik (i.e. everyone committing one or another type 
of shirk) whether he ascribes himself to Islam or not, when he sees the punishment of Allah 
the first thing he will do to try to save himself is to establish the Tawhid of Allah and reject 
whatever he used to worship besides Allah. But it will be too late due to the fact that Allah 
already sent messengers and revealed books to warn the people from the consequences of 
shirk. If there among the people committing shirk were those who were and will be excepted 
from the punishment of Allah - for example those who commit shirk while claiming to be 
Muslims - then they would verily have been mentioned when mentioning the people of 
shirk and their situation. Rather everyone who commits shirk are considered the same in the 
Book of Allah and their judgment and final destination are the same. 




"So when they saw Our punishment they said: ’We have believed in Allah alone, and 
rejected that which we used to commit shirk to.' But their belief did not benefit them 
when they saw Our punishment. (This is) the Sunnah of Allah in dealing with His slaves 


And there the disbelievers lost (everything)." (Ghafir 40:84-85) 


Ibn Jarir At-Taban - rahimahullah - said in his tafsir of the verse: 


11 





The understanding of the nations 



: Lyh. ( ^ fA G» CjlS^ ) 4 JI G 4 a)jl ljjy5l • |^tS : (JyLj ( aJjL) lAl ) ^3^3 

Ljyj 4 djti LaT>sjJj 4 4JC« L^aLtjj ajj! IIjSI^p J 5 ■ G ~' IJJ& lix$j tA ^Jl 31*^1 


"And His words: 'We have believed in Allah alone'. He says: They said: We have acknowledged 
the Tawhid of Allah and believed in that there is no ilah but Him, ‘and rejected that which we 
used to commit shirk to.' He says: And we have rejected the alihah which we used to worship before 
this time and (that we) gave part in our worship to Allah and which we worshipped along with Him 
and took as alihah, so we have disassociated ourselves from them." 

(Tafsir At-Tabarl - Surah Ghafir) 

It is either Tawhid or shirk. Muslim or mushrik. There does not exist in the book of Allah a 
person who claims to be a Muslim but is committing shirk and excused in this so he is a 
Muslim. Rather there exist a person committing shirk (i.e. a mushrik) and a person 
performing Tawhid (i.e. a Muslim). 'Ad knew this, Thamud knew it, the other nations knew 
it, and we, the muwahhidun of today know it with full certainty 

So we say: Whoever commits shirk is a mushrik, and not a Muslim, and if he dies in that state 
before making tawbah then he will remain in hellfire forever, even though he used to claim 
to be a Muslim in dunyd and pray and fast. And whoever does not know that the one who 
commits shirk is a mushrik or he refuses to declare takfir upon him while knowing his 
situation, then he is even further astray than the disbelieving nations of the messengers, 
who knew the meaning of La ilaha ilia Allah better than him. We advise these people to 
review their religion, and ponder on why and how they fail to understand that which the 
nations whom Allah destroyed easily could understand and comprehend from their first 
encounter with La ilaha ilia Allah. 

May the peace and abundant blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family and 
companions, and whoever follows them in goodness until the Day of Judgement. 


Written by Abu Hajar 
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